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Fans roar on
Hamilton at
yesterday’s

qualifying day

Hamilton salutes his fans yesterday

BY MICHAEL DUFFY

LEWIS Hamilton-mania gripped
Silverstone yesterday as the race ace
snatched a last-minute pole position
to leave him poised to win today’s
British Grand Prix.

The star’s father Anthony cheered
and danced through the pit-lane to
congratulate him as he returned to
the garages.

With a beaming grin, the proud
dad said: “He’s loving it. Lewis is
loving the job.”

If Hamiltion takes the chequered
flag today, watched by a four
billion world-wide audience, the
22-year-old will become the first
British driver to win his home race
in his first season.

About 78,000 people poured into

Well done my son — triumphant Lewis with his dad yesterday

Britain goes mad as
he gets pole position

Silverstone’s grandstands yesterday,
clogging roads for six miles around.

The crowd roared as Hamilton
snatched pole position in his
McLaren Mercedes from the
Ferrari of Kimi Raikonnen and
team-mate Alonso in the dying
minutes of qualifying.

Lewis said: “I could hear them
from my car - the support is
fantastic, it’s great to be home. You

see banners everywhere. I nearly
lost my voice. As I came across the
line I could hear the crowd. I was
screaming as loud as them.”
After climbing from the car
Lewis told reporters: “I can’t believe
how many people are here today.
It makes a huge difference.”
Salesman Matt Goodwin drove
from Wickford in Essex for
yesterday’s qualifying. He said:

He's our boy, team’s promotion girls

“The traffic was diabolical —
but it was worth it. Seeing
Lewis score pole is like
seeing history. He’s
already one of the greats.”
Lewis was planning a
quite night ahead of
today’s midday
race.
“I'll go back to
my room and
analyse the data
before playing
some Play
Station with my
brother,” he said
He is 11/8
favourite to win.
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Determined
Hamilton
preparing for
today’s British
Grand Prix

Picture: REUTERS

‘Nat has a
boyfriend.
If she

hadn’t,
... Who
knows?’

Lewis on Natasha Bedingfield, seen with him in a cab

E loves the fame and
wealth but Lewis
Hamilton has a far
bigger reason to win
today’s British Grand Prix...
and every other race.
Watching from the stands at
Silverstone will be younger
brother Nicholas, who inspires -ll
the determination that has F |
brought the Formula 1 newcomer
such amazing success. »
The 15-year-old has cerebral a
palsy, which makes every day a "
battle, and Lewis says: “He fights
so hard — and if he can fight every =
day then so can I.” fl:.f "na .
The racing ace, 22, counts £
half-brother Nicholas as his -
biggest fan. s
He says: “Nicholas is my
greatest inspiration. I look at P
him and that puts my life into e
perspective. He comes to allmy
races — we are very close. I race
for him. He’s what keeps me
up there and keeps me
motivated.”
The rest of the family are
part of the power behind
Lewis. Before the race at I
Silverstone he will have a -
quiet breakfast and compose -
himself in his dressing room. ¥
And afterwards he’ll have
a takeaway Chinese with his |
family. He says: “I’'m not into
all those lucky charms or
voodoo routines before a race.
“I just talk to my family and
get into the dressing room, focus
and get out there. I'm lucky to
have such a tight family
supporting me.”
In fact he admits to having
just five close friends because he
finds it so hard to trust people.
He says: “Trust needs to be
earned. I can count my friends
on one hand and I keep those
closest to me.”
Lewis sees Nicholas most
weekends — and the two spend
much of their time playing
PlayStation games and racing
remote-controlled cars.
They were brought up in a
council house in Stevenage,
Herts, by his father Anthony and
step-mum Linda. Nicholas is
Anthony and Linda’s son.
Lewis’s mother Carmen lives 20
miles away in London.
Anthony, whose parents came
from Grenada in the 1950s, gave
up his job with British Rail in
1995 to dedicate himself to the
racing sensation’s career.
Lewis has also been supported
by girlfriend Jodia Ma, whom he
met four years ago when both
were students at Cambridge
College Of Arts And Sciences in
Stevenage.
Jodia watched as he became
the world’s number one
go-karter in 2001. When Lewis
stepped up to the British
Formula Renault Championship
in 2003, she watched every race.
However, since September,
Lewis has not had much spare
time to see his girlfriend. Last
week he was spotted with pop
singer Natasha Beding-
field in the back of a
taxi. And he does not too busy to see Jodia, or any other
mention Jodia when
I ask him about

friends, since September when he
started preparing for the F1 season.

-

- stunning blonde Talking at a party hosted by
- Natasha. He says Swiss watchmaker and new sponsor
jokingly: “Natasha Tag Heuer, Lewis says: “I have had
is lovely - my head buried in books for the past
beautiful glrl nine months. When I'm not looking
F She has a at books, I am watching DVDs or
boyfriend, talking to the McLaren team about

sadly. If she the car.
didn’t then... “The cars have so much software
_I‘ } who knows? these days. It’s not just mechanical.

He admits

You don’t just get into a car and
he has been

drive it around the track — you have
to learn about the aerodynamics.
“I’ve been studying from
September to March to make sure
that I have had it in my head. Then
I have had to study each individual

Lewis and
our Zoe at

Tag party
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track. The advice I would give to
other drivers is never give up. Even
if you spin off. I think once I spun
off and I got back and focused and
ended up coming second. So you just
can’t lose focus.

“When I am driving at 200mph, if
I lost focus then I could die, so it kind
of puts it into perspective.” Lewis
loves music and is into hip-hop stars
including Pharrell Williams and
Kanye West.

P Diddy is another hero — Lewis
had the rapper’s tunes pumping on
the stereo of his first car, a Mini
Cooper, bought after passing his
test for the first time at the age of
17. They met at last week’s Concert
for Diana at Wembley. “P Diddy said
if I win at Silverstone he’s going to
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Lewis on a night out with rapper Pharrell Williams

throw a party just for me,” Lewis
says. “I couldn’t believe he wanted
to talk to me, and then he wished me
luck and said he wanted to share my
victories. That’s a big motivation for
me.”

Lewis has a 14-point lead in the
Formula 1 World Championship,
after winning a place on the podium
— the race’s top three — in all eight
Grand Prix contests so far.

And he gets mobbed by fans every-
where he goes. Lewis says: “Teenage
girls come up to me with their
mums and their brothers.

“Everyone wants autographs and
photos. But my fans mean a lot to
me and it is flattering. I like it when
people — girls and boys — come up to
me and say well done. I am always
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happy to sign autographs and chat.”
Lewis credits Brazilian champion
Ayrton Senna, who tragically died
racing in Italy in 1994, for kick-start-
ing his interest in racing.

He says: “He’s my icon. I used to
watch the way he diced around the
track and overtook the other drivers.
I studied his books and videos, and
I hope Ilearned something from him.

“I am so proud to be racing for
McLaren because that’s who Senna
raced for. It feels I am continuing his
legacy in a way.”

Lewis is not happy with how
racing has changed since Senna’s
death. New rules mean cars now have
bigger tyres. “They are higher off the
ground, so have less “down-force” on
them and are slower. Nor do cars get

Lewis on tragic Ayrton Senna and his team Mclaren

dragged along in the slipstream of
the one in front. Lewis says: “I don’t
think racing these days is as good as
it was in the 1990s. They used to
overtake a lot more. Now there is a
bigger problem with down-force and
it is harder to overtake.

“The 90s were the glory days of
racing with Nigel Mansell. I would
have loved to have been doing what
he did in that era.”

If Lewis wins at Silverstone, it will
be the first time a British driver has
won on home soil since David
Coulthard in 2000. If he maintains his
form, it will be the first time that a
rookie driver has won the Formula
1 crown in his first season.
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